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Minutes of a meeting on 14 Oct 2025
Kirknewton Green Room


1. Attendees:	J. Sives (Chair), Cllr C. John, Cllr D. Logue, S. Campbell, L. Cullen, J. Thomas, S.McPherson, A. Meldrum, A. Turner, I. Watt, N. Lindsey (BLC), S. Campbell, Morag Gee, N. Humphrey, L. Humphrey, A. Wilson, M. Wilson, M. Blackley, D. Blackley,  S. Kallat, M. Kallat, T. Kempster, E. Kempster 

Apologies:  I. Masterton, Cllr V. Smith, A Pinkerton, Cllr D Doran-Timson


0. Declarations of interest: None


0. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: Approver - Sandra McPherson, seconded by Ian Watt


1. Actions from previous meeting: None


2. Councillors’ Reports:

a	Carl John

9th November memorial service EC paid for piper £50. KCC to pay £50 for the bugler. Buses and railway informed. Mobile NAAFI to be organised by CJ. 200 attendees last year. 

This is to be Carl’s last year organising this after 20 years. Volunteer sought, Kirknewton airfield had been in touch seeking active involvement. If weather damp meeting in church at 10:45 on Sunday 9th. 

CJ thanked the outgoing community council.

b. Damian Doran-Timson

c. Danny Logue

Openreach were invited to apologise for failing to give 7 days notice for recent Leyden Rd closure.

Unauthorised traveller encampment - WLC requests in for increasing regulatory powers. Reports of intimidation, crime, drugs, illegal dumping at the site between Wilkieston and East Calder. 

d. Veronica Smith




0. Planning

BLC Energy

JS introduced Neil Lindsay to present. Slightly bigger 760W panels and battery scheme expected to be much later than main scheme. Grid connection might be brought forward from 2030 to 2028. 

Environmental Impact Assessment required by West Lothian Council Planning Department.  NL explained changes to the project and impact mitigation enhancements. 


Ogilvie Homes application 

SC spoke to represent residents on the Ogilvie proposal, stating it was very different from the public presentation proposal. Overdevelopment - number of units per hectare is above WLC limit. Additional units on the Eastern border with privacy issues. SUDS issues with suitability for flood protection. Road infrastructure in place for Station Mews questioned suitability from a safety point of view. 

Alison Wilson of 6 Station Mews spoke about her house being low down and at particular flood risk. 
 
Melissa Kallat of 5 Station Mews safety of turning spaces. DL explained some of the rules on councillor objections. Sanjay Kallat spoke about the community objecting on grounds of safety of children travelling to & from school. 

Lisa at no 3 getting out of their drive need to reverse round the corner.


0. East Calder Health Centre

East Calder Medical practice - partial new roof and porch applied for. JS raised the issue of NHS Lothian doing  patching in case it affects the requirement for a new health centre. 

Political contacts to push in the Scottish Parliament on the Health Centre issue. 

Much discussion about local planning issues.  


1. KCDT

Baby loss awareness week commemorated with planting. 

Coffee & tea to be provided at the Green Room for mothers & babies. 

IW thanked DL for organising new bench in the cemetery.


2. Treasurer

The bank account move from Santander to Virgin Money is in progress.

John S had submitted some expenses to the total of £26.97 for laminating pouches, printer ink and paper. 




0. AOB

Andy Turner was introduced as a local resident interested in joining the community council. He will be considered for co-option by the new community council at the inaugural meeting.

Jencks View asked about a bus stop going West. This is not possible because of the width of the road. 

The bus going East stops at the white house, can there be some seating? Again, road width and lack of options for widening is the problem. 

JT proposed objecting to the Ogilvie on behalf of the community & SC to submit objection on valid planning grounds. This was approved and S. Campbell was invited to record the objection on the Community Council’s behalf. 


0. Date of next meeting: 11 Nov 2025


The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. Meetings of Kirknewton Community Council are open to all members of the community. Meetings take place in The Green Room at 18:45 on the second Tuesday of each month except July.



Issue:  Approved
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