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Minutes 13th May 2025 
 

1. Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), Cllr C. John, Cllr D. Logue, Cllr V. Smith, S. Campbell, N. Gwynne, 

S. McPherson, I. Masterton, I. Watt, C. Davidson (East Calder CC), L. Brown (KCDT), 

A. Meldrum (KCDT), N. Lindsay (BLC Energy). 

Apologies: Cllr D. Doran-Timson, L. Cullen, K. McKeowen, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas. 

JS extended a welcome to visitors from East Calder & District Community Council and to the KCDT 

members, and also to Neil Lindsay of BLC Energy who was present to deliver a presentation. 

 

2. BLC Energy – Kirknewton Solar Farm Presentation: 

JS introduced Neil Lindsay of BLC Energy Ltd and invited him to deliver BLC’s presentation on a 

proposed solar farm and battery storage installation in Kirknewton. 

2.1 NL opened by outlining BLC’s background in solar energy projects, its relationship with Octopus 

Energy via the Octopus Renewable Infrastructure Trust (ORIT), and its current portfolio of five solar 

and battery storage projects in Scotland.  He then went on to explain: 

• The rationale behind the choice of solar as a technology and Kirknewton as a proposed location. 

• The baseline parameters of the project in terms of anticipated technology and power output. 

• The precise location of the proposed installation and its integration into the national grid at Currie 

2.2 With respect to community engagement, NL highlighted ongoing activities working towards a 

planning submission to WLC in Dec. 2025, including: 

• Environmental studies 

• Public exhibitions 

• Establishing a liaison group with WLC and KCC / KCDT 

• A Web information site. 

2.3 The local community can anticipate to benefit from BLC and ORIT funding by approximately £25,000 

per annum towards two hypothecated funds intended to support: 

• Local projects as identified in conjunction with KCC / KCDT 

• Local social needs such as to those who are impacted by the increased cost of living 

A Questions and Answers session followed: 

2.4 NG was invited to lead with any specific questions he wished to raise with respect to technical 

environmental issues in which he has expert knowledge.  He commented that there were many 

specifics he would wish to explore, but that these were mainly of a technical nature and not relevant 

to a general meeting.  NG & NL agreed to discuss such issues separately. 

ACTION:  – NG & NT to report back to KCC. 

2.5 Cllr DL asked for details about the project’s lifespan.  NL stated that a degradation of 0.5% per year 

is the current technology norm.  This equates to a residual 80% capacity at the end of the 40-year 

licence.  Cllr DL also queried the safety record and fire resilience of battery storage.  NL provided 

statistics that supported the proposal and demonstrated observance with current legislation. 
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2.6 Cllr DL asked what the projected lifetime of the installation is.  NL advised that the expected 

degradation is approximately 0.5% per year, thus after a 40-year design lifespan, given current 

technology, the panels would still be at 80% of their as-installed efficiency.  Notwithstanding, the re-

use value at that point is currently written off for budgetary purposes.  He did comment that 

technological advances within that period might be expected to render a total restoration of the site 

unnecessary. 

2.7 Cllr VS asked if, after the 40-year permission to operate expires, what ‘sunset clause’ would apply.  
NL confirmed that there would be a legal agreement with the relevant authority (currently WLC) to 

decommission and return the land to its ‘status-quo ante’ use.  NL explained that a bond with 
the relevant authority would exist to restore the site to its ‘status-quo ante’ in the event that 
the site was to be decommissioned 

2.8 Cllr DL questioned the safety aspect of battery-backed sources, given recent media-reported events.  

NL referred to the most recent statistics and explained how these were not relevant to this 

application. 

2.9 Cllr CJ noted the variety of wildlife at the site, including badger setts.  NL advised that a survey and 

plan to accommodate wildlife would occur in due course 

JS closed this item by thanking NL for his presentation.  NL thanked the meeting and excused 

himself.  The meeting reconvened as follows: 

 

3. Declaration of interest: None. 

 

4. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the minutes of the April 

meeting as circulated were noted.  IW proposed approval.  SMcP seconded.  The Minutes were 

approved. 

 

5. Actions from previous meeting: The road safety concern raised by the Cyrenians with 

respect to the access to and from their farm via Wilkieston or Kirknewton is being followed up by Cllr 

DDT. 

ACTION c/fwd:  – Cllr DDT to report back to KCC in due course. 

 

6. KCDT: 

6.1 L Brown of KCDT requested permission to report on KCDT matters to allow himself and Ailsa 

Meldrum to excuse themselves from the meeting.  JS concurred. 

6.2 LB introduced AM as a new resource for KCDT, whilst he himself is funded until October to act as a 

community fund-raiser. 

6.3 LB explained that changes to the funding model implies that projects need to communicate their 

needs and funding targets. 
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7. Councillors’ Report: 

7.1 Cllr DL explained a change in ground maintenance policy.  The cutting of verges and other grass 

areas will be undertaken on needs basis, rather than driven by a calendar rota. 

7.2 Cllr DL advised that the criteria for a school-clothing grant have been revised, and the grant is now 

more generous than previously. 

7.3 Cllr VS reported on the ongoing consultation regarding future management of Community Centres 

across West Lothian.  See previous minutes for details of the Community Councils feedback to WLC.  

She advised that progress is slow, and the impact where a Community Council wishes WLC to 

manage its facilities has to be evaluated. 

 

8. Planning / Active Travel: 

8.1 There is nothing significant to Kirknewton to report.  The Ogilvie proposal behind the primary school 

and The Drummond proposal for the Roosevelt Road site are both ongoing. 

 

9. East Calder Health Centre: 

9.1 JS advised that the campaign committee will reconvene in August. 

 

10. AGM: 

10.1 JS advised that the Kirknewton Community Council AGM will be held on 12th August. 

 

11. AOB: 

11.1 Policy Development Scrutiny Panel (PDSP): JS advised that new Protection of Vulnerable Groups 

(PVG) regulations are being prepared.  AM will review these on behalf of KCDT 

11.2 SEPA: JS noted that SEPA are launching a consultation on a proposed Environmental 

Performance Assessment Scheme (EPAS) – intended as a fair way of reporting on how businesses 

are meeting their responsibilities. 

11.3 Antisocial Behaviour: Concern was raised that there is a problem with antisocial behaviour in the 

square behind the pharmacy.  JS expects action to be taken within the next two weeks.  IW explained 

the nature of the problem, and JS indicated that a meeting with Neighbourhood Watch, WLC Housing 

Dept, and Police Scotland is proposed. 

 

12. Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on 10th June 2025 at 18.45 in the Green Room  

 

 

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part. 

 


