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Minutes 13th Aug 2024

1.	Attendees:	J. Sives (Chair), L. Cullen, Cllr D Logue, Cllr C. John, S. MacPherson, I. Masterton, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, I. Watt.
Apologies: N. Gwynne, Cllr D. Doran-Timson.


2.	Declaration of interest:	None.


3	Approval of previous meeting’s minutes:	No amendments to the minutes of the June meeting were noted.  JT proposed approval.  IW seconded.  The Minutes were approved.


4.	Actions from previous meeting:	Ongoing actions are as recorded elsewhere in these minutes or closed.


5.	Councillors’ Report:
5.1	Cllr DL reported that WLC has been approached on the subject of possible battery storage plants.  WLC has concerns regarding the safety and environmental impact of such plants and the issue remains under review.  The Scottish Government has requested feedback from any interested parties.  JS noted this for further discussion.


6.	Planning / Active Travel:
6.1	Plans to encourage and facilitate active travel continue to proceed, albeit slowly.  IW noted that WLC now have someone in place to progress this issue.  It is hoped that, with new people involved, matters might advance more quickly.  The meeting agreed that KCC should continue to monitor and press for progress.
ACTION c/fwd:  – NG to continue to monitor the issue



7.	Parking:
7.1	JS reported that parking in bus stops continues to be a problem.  Buses frequently cannot access the raised kerb areas to assist people with mobility issues to board and alight.  JS will continue to monitor this issue.
ACTION c/fwd:  – JS to continue to monitor the issue


8.	East Calder Medical Centre:
8.1	JT reported on his recent meeting with WLC.  There is currently no funding to address the long-awaited replacement of the increasingly decrepit facilities.  JS noted that the waiting time for appointments is now 4 weeks.  Cancellations without notice continue to be a problem, but this often reflects the changing circumstances between making an appointment and being seen.  Cllr DL advised that all GP lists in West Lothian are full.  In East Calder’s case, the facility was designed for 6000 patients but is currently serving over 14000 and is projected to have to cope with over 20000 without any infrastructure improvements.
8.2	Cllr CJ noted that the current pharmacies in East Calder and Kirknewton had objected to the establishment of a new pharmacy in Calderwood.
8.3	JS commented that KCC and the local action group must maintain the pressure on WLC and the Scottish Government to address this entirely unsatisfactory situation.


9.	Community Council Scheme:
9.1	JS reminded the meeting that the existing statutory Community Council Scheme under which West Lothian community councils are established is due to be replaced in October 2025.  As its terms are still under discussion, this may have a bearing on the composition of KCC and its office bearers.
9.2	In the interim, it was noted that KCC has sadly lost a few members over the past year and there was discussion on the benefit of inviting potential replacements to put themselves forward for co-option onto KCC.  IM pointed out that, under the current Scheme, KCC is allowed fewer members than previously.  This exacerbates the problem that even a moderate level of non-attendance can, as has happened on several occasions in the past year, result in meetings failing to be quorate.  JS acknowledged this and will follow up the issue of consistent non-attendance in line with the current Scheme’s provisions.
ACTION:  – JS to pursue the issue of non-attendance.



10.	AOB:
10.1	Village Hall:	WLC are reviewing the use of the hall.  Cllr DL noted that this was part of a wider review of assets.  JS advised that Kirknewton Community Development Trust (KCDT) will assess the three currently identified alternatives going forward.  KCC / KCDT must respond or risk losing the facility
10.2	Income Stream:	LC asked if any way of increasing the revenue from the hall could be identified.  One suggestion was to hold a ‘Vinted’ style event of nearly-new items.  LC agreed to pursue this possibility.
ACTION:  – LC to investigate potential alternative revenue streams.
10.3	School Buses:	Inconsistencies in the school bus-pass system were noted.  JS advised that this was, in fact, quite a serious problem, with cases where siblings are forced to use two different bus stops, and cases where one child is allocated a pass and his or her sibling is not.  JS hopes that the WLC Councillors will support a move to rationalise the obvious inequalities.


11.	Next Meeting
The next meeting is on 10th September 2024 at 18.45 in the Green Room 


The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part.


Issue:  Approved
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