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Letter from the volunteer board of KCDT
Welcome to this third, substantial Community Development Plan which is based
upon the participation of 680 people in a community consultation process.

or a village population of
around 2000 this represents
an enormous response from
those who live in Kirknewton. This
recent consultation also captured
over 4000 individual comments
about the likes and dislikes and the
wishes and desires of those who live
and work here.

F

Kirknewton Community Development
Trust, (KCDT) who funded this
consultation, have attempted to use
this information to guide and inform
this Development Plan. From this we
may all attempt to implement some, if
not all, of the changes that the people
of Kirknewton would wish to see.
The power of a community lies in its
population and the members of is
community who are prepared to “do
something” to achieve beneﬁcial

change. We should be very proud of
the large numbers of volunteers within
Kirknewton who help to deliver real
social beneﬁt and improve the lives of
all who live here. We should also be
proud that so many have willingly
contributed their views that advise and
mould this development plan.
Funding is the major limitation for any
community body and KCDT has
constantly strived to secure long-term
core funding so that we may provide
consistent support to all the volunteer
groups within Kirknewton. Without
the ability to employ at least one fulltime development officer we will
struggle to inﬂuence government,
local authorities and funders that
Kirknewton really matters and thereby
obtain the speciﬁc grants to realise the
Development Plan. As a consequence,

one of our most important goals is to
secure such funding. We need to
continue employing full and part-time
staff who act as facilitators, catalysts
and mentors to the many volunteer
groups within Kirknewton who make
this village what it is.
The majority of respondents to this
survey feel that Kirknewton is a great
place to live and that life in
Kirknewton has noticeably improved
for many in recent years. The
community spirit so clearly expressed
during this dreadful period of Covid
lockdown has demonstrated the true
power of local action. Let us see what
we can all do to continue this
momentum.
KCDT BOARD.
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About your Kirknewton
Community Development Trust
The Development Plan is instigated by Kirknewton Community
Development Trust which is a local membership organisation.

Celebrating the
Community’s successes
over the last 5 years
• Community lottery – this has given out over
£16,000 to our winners and over £10,000 to
community projects
• Community larder and resilience work

It is a company limited by
guarantee and a registered charity.
Membership is open to anyone who
lives in Kirknewton and is over 18
years of age. Current membership
is 100.
The Trust board members are all
volunteers who give their own time
and do not get paid any monies as
Trustees of a charity cannot get paid.

• Help and encourage local people
to develop new skills
• Promote protection and
enhancement of the local
environment
• Promote energy efficiency
in the home
• Promote the use of renewable
technology for generating
electricity and heat

Kirknewton Community Development
Trust aims are to:

• Relieve fuel poverty

• Promote opportunities for learning
and education

The Trust consult and work with the
various organisations within the
village to ensure the ﬁnal plan is
something that is representative of
the whole community.

• Encourage community-led
development

• Soup bags
• Supporting local groups such as Gala,
Seniors Group
• Delivering Flowers and hampers to Seniors
• Newsletter
• New Pavilion in the park
• Our pharmacy going from strength to strength
• Fresh food initiatives in the shop including
the wholefoods, eggs etc
• ‘A Stones Progress’. A Charles Jencks
Landform Artwork
• Electric Bikes to hire out in the village
• Successful litter picking
• Kirknewton Community Council and the Trust
working more closely together.
• Increased sense of community spirit in
the village

Kirknewton Community Development Plan
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Community Engagement
The Trust engaged Vikki Hilton Associates to undertake a community engagement exercise.
They did an amazing job in extremely difficult
circumstances and their full report can be seen
here Kirknewton Community Participation Report
2020 by Tony Foster - issuu
The most up to date census ﬁgures for the area
include estimated ﬁgures up to 30/06/2019; they vary
little from the census data for 2011, giving an
additional 30 people.

Name

Council
Area

Population
Census
2001-04-29

Population
Census
2011-03-27

Population
Estimate
2016-06-30

Kirknewton

West Lothian

1,770

1,930

1,980

Population
Estimate
2019-06-30
1,960

This graph shows the age range of participants excluding 199 Primary school children
120

The following charts show the range of ages of people
who participated. This does not include the 199
primary and nursery children from Kirknewton Primary
School who also had the opportunity to participate.

100

KCDT and interest in what is happening in the
community. It also shows people have a real interest
in being involved in improving Kirknewton as a place
to live and work. In the work carried out in 2007 there
was far less awareness of the Trust. Then 167 people
participated in the community engagement work. In
2010/11 and 2015 around 560 people participated.
This time an even greater number of people
participated in the online version with nearly 4000
comments recorded.

Number

80

By the end 680 people had given their ideas for the
community with a good range of ages and a fair
geographical distribution. This shows enormous
interest within the community and is evidence of the
increased awareness of
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The Trust board
members are all
volunteers who give
their own time...

Our Community Now
- Likes & Dislikes
The full report and all comments can be found here Kirknewton
Community Engagement Report 2020 by Tony Foster - issuu

Likes
• A big thanks to all of the community efforts during lockdown
• Family friendly area, dog friendly, good community spirit, very few
antisocial behaviors, a feeling of safety, can rely on neighbors, good
amenities for school, playpark and commuting to Edinburgh and Glasgow.
• Friendly community, has everything you need.
• Great community spirit
• I like the 'village' feel of Kirknewton.
• Good neighbours
• Jencks good nice wee eye catcher as come in
• Strong links between shop & community council & senior citizens & KCDT

Kirknewton Community Development Plan
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Dislikes - Here are a few things you were not so keen on...
• Currently there is only table bench in the park it
would be really nice if there were more.
• More equipment in park.

• Toilet facilities in the park would be a bonus as
families spend a fair amount of time in the park
and have been known to go home earlier as they
are needing to go to the toilet.

• The Community group is great for the elderly here
but would be nice to have a group where we could
all meet up regularly once a week or month.
• Lack of activities and facilities for older kids/teens.

• No skate park.

• Always asking for bike paths & nothing happens.

• There are two basketball rings but the area is not
surfaced appropriately for playing basketball (it is
grass).
• There’s no basket swing in the park.

• Cycle and walking access is not good.

• It would be nice to see more baby groups running.
This had been dwindling since before lockdown

• Local shop is excellent, but would be lovely to have
a proper cafe/bakery type place.

• KCDT needs to be more transparent with what
funds are for and where they come from.

This graph shows how closely the age ranges of participants
met the population profile 16+ of the village ages in 2020
45
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About this development plan
This plan is a community effort and we want to try and do things a bit differently this time. The Trust want to be
as open as we possibly can and to keep the community involved and up-to-date. If you have any comments or
suggestions for the plan, please do get in touch with us on the email address below: infokirknewton@gmail.com

Keeping the Action Plan
Up to Date We will keep the action plan up to date and will
report back yearly on how the plan is progressing
and to give you an update on what progress is
being made.
Main Themes and Priorities these are the priorities
which came out of the participation work.
Theme 1: Community Development and Volunteering
Kirknewton is your community and the Trust could
not achieve anything like what they do without their
amazing volunteers. We are looking forward to the
next 5 years and working with old and new
volunteers. We have lots of opportunities for you to
get involved in various projects from our Seniors
Group to our younger residents and everything in
between.

Kirknewton Community Development Plan
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Theme 2: Community Facilities and Services
We already have a fantastic range of facilities within
our community including the Village Hall which is
about to get a bit of a facelift, our Green Room, our
Church Hall and our now open Pavilion. The Trust
and Community Council have been working hard on
the Pavilion area and it is looking fabulous. Everyone
can do their bit to support the community by hiring
these venues if they can and attending classes or
clubs that are run in the village. We have everything
from Rainbows and Brownies to ebike hire available
Theme 3: Local Environment and Green Space
Kirknewton is located in a beautiful part of the
country. We are lucky enough to be close to the
bigger cities but feel we can escape into the
countryside. Various groups have been working
together to create our own Kirknewton walking and
cycling maps. We want as much feed back as
possible on these as they are meant to be works in
progress and your feedback will be invaluable to us.

So, get those walking shoes on or the bike out and
get out there!
Theme 4: Planning and Strategic Development
Kirknewton can feel a bit disconnected from other
places due to the A70 and A71 at either side of the
village.
We are continuing to engage with the relevant
parties and work closely with Kirknewton Community
Council to ensure we can provide help and support
where necessary with projects such as the new park
and ride facility. The Trust is continuing to look for a
renewable energy project to invest in.
Theme 5: Local Economy and Training
We want to support our amazing local businesses as
much as we possibly can and encourage people to
shop locally where possible. We have a great variety of
local businesses. The new Kirknewton Business
Directory which will be available in hard copy and on
our website shortly will be a great starting place for
ﬁnding what you need.

Kirknewton is located in a beautiful
part of the country. We are lucky
enough to be close to the bigger
cities but feel we can escape into
the countryside.
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Kirknewton Community Development Plan
- Themes, Priorities & Actions
Community Development & Volunteering
Priority 1 - Increase the support and number of volunteers in the village
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Maintain funding for Youth and
Seniors Volunteer Co-ordinator

Apply to various funders but if you come across any sources,
you think would be appropriate, please do let us know

KCDT

2. Increase number of volunteers and support, including
maintaining volunteer awards/celebration

Kirknewton would not be the amazing place it is without volunteers
and we are hugely grateful for them. If you would like to volunteer
with us, please let get in touch

KCDT &
Community

3. Build up Community Resilience Group supporting
community challenges and cross community liaison

KCDT. KCC, East Calder and Kirknewton Church and the Kirknewton
Primary School have regular meetings to keep up-to-date with
what is going on in the community

KCDT, Church,
School & KCC

4. Increase the KCDT Board Members

The Board would love to get some new members.
Please do get in touch if you think you would be interested

KCDT &
Community

5. Support Community Council election & conduct
skills and volunteer survey

The Kirknewton Community Council elections will be
held in October and the KCDT will do everything they
can to assist these. We will be doing a skills and
volunteer survey in due course

KCDT &
Community

Kirknewton Community Development Plan
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Priority 2 - Identify and promote groups/events and encourage joint participation
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Help promote ongoing and new volunteer led
groups and business

Please get in touch if you need assistance with any groups and we will do our best
to help

KCDT

2. Support current group and business activity to
provide volunteering opportunities or skills/employment

If you are a local business please make sure you have completed the form to be in our
KCDT
new Business Directory

3. Build up groups using Pavilion, Village Hall,
If you would like to start a new group or need help with an existing group please do
Green Room, Church Hall & available spaces (pub,
get in touch and we will do what we can to help
Potter Around etc.)

KCDT &
Community

Priority 3 - Target young people for participation in youth projects
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Get young people involved in the development
of activities they would like to see.

Do you want to get involved with this come and talk to us?

KCDT &
Community

2. Encourage young people to take ideas forward
for Shelter and support participation in Strategic
bodies such as Community Council, KCDT, Gala,
KCA, Muddy Boots and Greener Kirknewton,
Youth Club through activity led projects

Do you want to help out with our community groups? come and see us

KCDT, Community
& Community Groups
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Priority 4 - Co-ordinate fundraising and ﬁnancial support for new and established groups
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Investigate sources of funding for KCDT as
community organisation

This is ongoing by KCDT and if anyone comes across anything they think would be of
use please feel free to let us know

KCDT &
Community

2. Sub group of KCDT/CC to organise major fundraising project for Park

Please get in touch if you would like to be involved in this

KCDT &
Community

The Trust and
Community Council
have been working
hard on the pavilion
area and it is looking
fabulous...

Kirknewton Community Development Plan
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Community Facilities & Services
Priority 1 - Ensure adequate facilities for current activity in the village
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Support and build housing for the elderly at Camps

This project is ongoing and we will keep you updated

KCDT

2. Support new sports facility, multi-use, running group
and football team

The Pavilion is now open, we are hoping to get the
running group back up and running and are working to get
a Youth Football team

KCDT
& Volunteers

3. Ensure management structure in place for sports
& changing facility

This will be run through the Trust and we will provide
details of how to book this in due course

KCDT

4. Increase usage of Pavilion, Village Hall, Green Room and
Church Hall

We need your help to do this! Use the facilities
we have for your parties, classes etc

KCDT &
Community

5. Refurbishment of Village Hall

This project has been delayed by the Council but, we will let you have
updates as we get them

KCDT
& KCC

6. Promote Pharmacy health provision in village and
ATM services

The pharmacy provides a wide range of services including a cash back
service for no charge, prescriptions and minor ailments treatment

KCDT
& KCC
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Priority 2 - Improve facilities for older children
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Improve facilities for older children

Would you like to get involved with this? Tell us what you would
like and help us try to achieve it. Talk to us!

KCDT, Volunteers
& Community

2. Increase usage in park

The Park project is almost complete. The new Fairy Trail paths, and
benches have encouraged people to use the park more. We are still
working on this and will let you have updates on progress

KCDT
& KCC

3. Improve usage of Community Woodland
& Teen Hang Outs

We will use the comments from the community engagement
survey but if you have any other thoughts or want to be involved,
please let us know

KCDT, KCC
& Community

4. Bike and Skate Facility

We have looked into this and the council cannot support this at the
moment. We will keep it on the radar just now. We would need to
do a major fundraiser for this so get in touch if you would like to
get involved. Costs are in excess of £100K

KCDT, KCC
& Community

5. Reinstall Basket Swing

Now done

KCDT
& KCC

6. Look at future options perhaps a
larger slide/climbing frame

Again, the council cannot support us with this at the moment
but we will keep trying

KCDT
& KCC

Kirknewton Community Development Plan
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Priority 3 - Develop routes to improve health, ﬁtness and accessibility to other services
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Promote walking and cycle routes / E Bikes in
Kirknewton

Maps of Kirknewton cycle and walking routes are now available.
We need your help! If you have a good route not on there - let us know

KCDT, Community
& KCC

2. Launch Running / Walking Club around
park facility

We are hopeful to get this started soon the paths have all been redone in the park so
is much easier for walking and running round

Liaising with Sustrans
& Community Council,
KCDT, KCC & Volunteers

3. Transport Hub & actions to identify transport
solutions. Including access to Balerno

We are now looking for a Transport Hub manager or someone to assist us with this.
We will keep you updated on any progress

KCDT
& KCC

Priority 4 - Improve accessibility for people with varying needs
Priority

Next steps

Action by

We are looking at the issues raised in the consultation and will looking at a Disabled
Access Audit soon

KCDT, KCC
& Community

2. Improve food provision for everyone

The Good Food initiative is available in the shop with reduced packaging. Improving
links with Cyrenians Farm, Organic fruit and veg, real bread and free range eggs

KCDT, KCC
& Community

3. Lobby for bleeper on crossing on A71 junction
and Station Rd

We are on the Counsil list to have the bleeper updated to suit visual & hearing
impaired. We will continue to push for this and keep you updated on any
progress made

KCDT

4. Identify solutions around rail network and new
park and ride facility

We will liaise with the community council and assist wherever we can

KCDT, KCC
& Community

1. Identify key areas to improve accessibility with
Disabled Access Audit
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Local Environment And Green Space
Priority 1 - Improve the paths and cycle paths around the village
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Audit paths, cycle paths and
Selm Muir development

This is an ongoing project we will keep you updated,
get in touch if you want to get involved.

KCDT, KCC, Volunteers
& Community

2. Increase the number of walking and cycle
routes

We now have Kirknewton maps, but this is an ongoing project we will keep
you updated. Get in touch if you would like to get involved.

KCDT, KCC
& Community

3. Work with external bodies & volunteers on upgrading paths and signage

This is an ongoing project we will keep you updated,
get in touch if you would like to get involved

KCDT, KCC
& Community

Priority 2 - Assist the development of park and green spaces
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Investigate funding and options for play park

We continue to liaise with the council on this and will keep you updated

KCDT, KCC
& Community

2. Increase the number of walking and cycle
routes

This is an ongoing project we will keep you updated,
get in touch if you would like to get involved.

KCDT, KCC
& Community

3. Work with external bodies & volunteers on upgrading paths and signage

This is an ongoing project we will keep you updated,
get in touch if you would like to get involved.

KCDT, KCC
& Community

Kirknewton Community Development Plan
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Priority 3 - Promote Kirknewton as a destination village, local food & product initiatives
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Promote positive destinations and partnerships
with tourism/historical aspects of our village

Ongoing, the community can help us with this

KCDT, KCC
& Community

2. Promote our assets in and around the
community, working synergy with West Lothian
Council / Visit West Lothian / Heritage Lottery
strategic plans (Jencks, Cycle routes, Pavilion etc)
Increase number of visitors & local products

Ongoing

KCDT, KCC
& Community

3. Support work of Cyrenians and local producers

Ongoing, help us support our local businesses, local volunteers help at Cyrenians
Humbie Farm

KCDT, KCC
& Community

4. Promote activities available in and around
Kirknewton such as the Stables, HillyCow
Wigwams and Cairns Farm Estate

We are very lucky in Kirknewton to have so many amazing businesses
on our doorstep, we can all help by shopping locally and using local businesses

KCDT, KCC
& Community

We want to support our
amazing local businesses as
much as we possibly can and
encourage people to shop
locally where possible...
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Planning & Strategic Development
Priority 1 - Creating a better balance of community facilities and active dialogue on village development
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Submit Kirknewton Development Plan to
Council Chief Executive & stakeholders and integrate
with West Lothian Planning / funding streams

This will be done once all community consultation ﬁnished

KCDT

2) Actively respond to inﬂuence outcomes of LDP and
expansion of East Calder / Kirknewton ensuring health
and transport provision is adequate

We will liaise with the relevant parties when required

KCDT, KCC

3. Hand Rail at Green Room steps, letterbox and hand
grab at pharmacy step

We are now on the list for extra handrails at both the Green Room and the
Pharmacy. We are liasing with the Council and looking for possible funding to
install a graded ramp at the Green Room for wheelchair and pushchair users

KCDT

Priority 2 - Improve the general surrounds of the station
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Explore rail/bus links meet needs of village following
changes to station to East Calder / Ratho / Balerno

Liaise with Community Council and any builders to assist where possible

KCDT

2. Identify Council/Network Rail proposals for station
including park and ride and security issues

Liaise with Community Council and house builders to assist where possible

KCDT, KCC
& Volunteers

3. Ensure proposals avoid high impact on environment
and provide suitable traffic ﬂow and station development to village

Liaise with Community Council and house builders to assist where possible

KCDT, KCC
& Volunteers

Kirknewton Community Development Plan
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Priority 3 - Improve public transport networks and car issues/parking in village
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Begin dialogue with council/traffic providers for
Balerno Service

Speak to council and other parties involved

KCDT, KCC

2. Promote mobile timetable for buses

There is an app which shows live times. This information will also be on the
new website

KCDT, KCC
& Volunteers

3. Resolve speeding options and parking issues
from consultation for Implementation and explore
traffic options (car share, walking, cycling, active
travel etc)

Ongoing through the travel hub project

KCDT

Priority 4 - Support renewable energy projects that bring community beneﬁt to the village
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Establish which renewable energy projects to
progress

Ongoing project led by the Board of KCDT, we will keep you updated

KCDT

2. Increase the number of walking and cycle
routes

This is an ongoing project we will keep you updated,
get in touch if you would like to get involved.

KCDT, KCC
& Community

3. Work with external bodies & volunteers on upgrading paths and signage

This is an ongoing project we will keep you updated,
get in touch if you would like to get involved.

KCDT, KCC
& Community
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Local Economy And Training
Priority 1 - Develop and support enterprise and business locally
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Develop and support Kirknewton
Business Directory

The Kirknewton Business Directory is in progress and will soon be available online
and in a hard copy format

KCDT &
Potter Around

2. Complete Broadband Project Harperigg

We are currently looking at the best options to utilise this fund for local ‘not-spots’

KCDT

Priority 2 - Provide training and support for activity in village
Priority

Next steps

Action by

1. Support other groups to develop training and volunteer support

Ongoing please get in touch if you feel this is something you can offer or need
help with

KCDT

2. Implement volunteer or employer accreditation with
local. College, SCVO, Business Gateway, Chamber of
Commerce, WLSEN

Ongoing project – we will let you have more details when we have
them available

KCDT

3. Provide employment opportunities for job seekers at
a local level

Ongoing project – we will let you have more details when available

KCDT
& Local Business
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Closing Notes
Kirknewton is nothing without the engagement of the people who live
and work here. We need your help. The last 5 years have been good.
Can we make the next 5 years brilliant?
Please get in touch if you would like to volunteer and to help make
things happen. infokirkewton@gmail.com

20

