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KIRKNEWTON

COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes 14th Jan 2025

Attendees: J. Sives (Chair), ClIr C. John, ClIr V. Smith, S. Campbell, S. McPherson,
I. Masterton, A. Pinkerton, J. Thomas, |. Watt, D. Prins-de-Jung (local resident).

Apologies: Clir D. Doran-Timson, L. Cullen, N. Gwynne, K. McKeowen.

JS extended a welcome to D.PdJ, who joined the meeting as a local resident, and hoped that she
would find the proceedings of interest.

Declaration of interest: None.

Approval of previous meeting’s minutes: No amendments to the minutes of the
December meeting as circulated were noted. JT proposed approval. SMcP seconded. The Minutes
were approved.

Actions from previous meeting: There were no action points from the December meeting.

Councillors’ Report:

Clir VS informed the meeting of WLC’s decision regarding revised speed restrictions at Camps
Junction. The plan is to introduce a 40mph zone from the end of the new houses at Camps Junction
to the junction with Linburn Road. The current 30mph zone will be slightly extended at Camps
Junction. The intention is to slow traffic progressively from Linburn Road.

Clir CJ reported on the ongoing consultation regarding future management of Community Centres
across West Lothian. Verbal feedback at this stage is that, out of a total of 31 Community Councils:

e 2 favour Asset Transfer

e 4 would prefer a Repair and Maintenance Lease.

e 2 would prefer a continuation of the existing “at-cost” WLC ownership and management

e 12 would like a different (unspecified) option

e 8regarded none of the options suitable.

e 3 did not respond.

Cllr CJ emphasised that this information had only been communicated verbally. A written report is

expected to be issued in February. He noted the anticipated re-purposing of the old East Calder
school for community use, and there was some general discussion on that topic

There was discussion on the available stocks of salt and grit to enable residents to clear snow and
ice from footpaths outside their properties. The stock in grit bins across the county is currently low.

Clir CJ informed the meeting that the current fleet of mini tractors for pavement clearing is only 14 in
total, which is a decrease on previous numbers. Moreover, currently only 7 are fully serviceable.

Clir CJ noted that 5 planning applications had been lodged which were relevant to the ward. JS
suggested that since Planning was the next item on the agenda, it would be more appropriate to
move on to that item.

Issue: Approved
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Planning / Active Travel:

Following on from ClIr CJ’s outline of ongoing planning items, there was general discussion on the
development at Wilkieston. It was noted that the planned relief link from the A71 to Bonnington Road
did not look like it was being implemented.

JT reported that an updated application for development at the Paddocks was not substantially
different from the previous application which had been rejected. It still envisaged 20 “luxury lodges”
(in reality mobile homes), and designating them “holiday accommodation” was simply a device to
circumvent planning legislation. From the projected traffic impact, the intention appears to be that
they will provide permanent accommodation. This usage would far exceed the infrastructure
capacity on Leyden Road. JS noted NGs suggestion to carry forward all previous objections. JT
was asked to put in a suitable response.
ACTION: —JT to respond to WLC Planning on behalf of KCC.

JS advised that two public consultations are planned by Ogilvie Homes as part of the pre-planning
phase for an updated application to develop the site behind Kirknewton Primary School, on 30"
January and 27" February respectively, in the Village Hall. It was noted that the proposed
development was substantially larger than the original application. There was some discussion on
the scale of the new proposal and its impact on the local infrastructure. JT informed the meeting
that his understanding from information received is that a ‘Section 75’ obligation can be imposed to
ensure that local amenity is not degraded. JS noted that the application is at the pre-planning phase,
so there is little that can be done at this stage.

There was also discussion on the proposed development at Roosevelt Road. Concern was
expressed that the concessions to local amenity by Robertson Homes would not now be honoured
following the site’s re-acquisition by Drummond Homes.

Village Hall:

JS provided an update on the ongoing WLC exercise to reduce costs associated with community
assets. The result of the poll conducted following the November open meeting in the Village Hall
showed a preference for a continuation of the existing “at-cost” WLC ownership and management
arrangement.

Ideas will be sought for improving the management of the Hall, eg, by implementing a better booking
process.

ClIr VS advised that a grant for new tablecloths for the Hall had been approved.

Issue: Approved
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KCDT:

JS reported that approximately £90k of funding has been secured from 2 charities. This provides
some temporary relief from the difficulties KCDT is currently experiencing as a consequence of the
ongoing snagging list at the Camps Junction development.

AP reported on progress on the 7 houses at Camps Junction. There is still some considerable way
to go to achieve the contractually-required air leakage rate.

JS advised that funding for Graham and Sandra runs out at the end of January. An application has
been made for small lottery funding.

AOB:

Local Development Plan: JS advised that WLC are currently putting together an updated Local
Development Plan (LDP). The plan comprises 28 schedules covering individual topics. It is beyond
any one person’s capability to respond to all 28, and there is insufficient time to collate a consensus
response. The suggested way forward is to ask KCC members to ‘take ownership’ of a particular
topic that they feel competent to respond to on behalf of KCC. JT has put together a shared
spreadsheet to allow people to volunteer to respond to one or more of these schedules. The deadline
for responses to WLC is 28" February. SMcP has already circulated the pro-forma response form
ACTION: — All. To respond as available to volunteer to address at least one Schedule

Water Supply: JT raised the issue of unreliable water supply. He noted that there have been
4 water outages in the past year alone. Every outage necessitates a period of contaminated and
then heavily-chlorinated supply, which renders the water impotable. It would appear that the largely
Victorian water supply infrastructure is now at the point of collapse and is in urgent need of
replacement. IM confirmed that the water supply to the village was frequently contaminated with
sediment, heavily chlorinated, and at below the ‘free-flow’ pressure necessary to maintain the
minimum stipulated flow rate of 10 litres/minute. An action was raised to contact Scottish Water to
pursue rectification before any further load was placed on the system from ongoing new-build
development.
ACTION: —JT to contact Scottish Watter to pursue this issue.

JS formally reiterated his welcome to D.PdJ

Next Meeting
The next meeting is on 11" February 2025 at 18.45 in the Green Room

The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part.

Issue: Approved



