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Minutes 10th Jun 2025

1.	Attendees:	J. Sives (Chair), Cllr C. John, Cllr V. Smith, S. Campbell, I. Masterton, J. Thomas, I. Watt, A. Meldrum (KCDT), T. Foster (adviser to KCDT)
Apologies: Cllr D. Doran-Timson, L. Cullen, N. Gwynne, S. McPherson, K. McKeowen, A. Pinkerton.

2.	Declaration of interest:	None.

3.	Approval of previous meeting’s minutes:	IM noted that the draft minutes of the May meeting as circulated contained inadvertent duplication in items 2.5 and 2.6.  He proposed that a revised draft would not be circulated but that the duplication would be resolved before issue at Approved status,  The meeting agreed this and, subject to this amendment, SC proposed approval and IW seconded.  The Minutes were approved.

4.	Actions from previous meeting:
	May Item 2.4:	Technical & Environmental issues relating to the proposed solar and battery-storage installation in Kirknewton delegated to NG to discuss with N. Lindsay of BLC energy.
ACTION c/fwd:  – NG & NL to report back to KCC.
	May Item 5:	The road safety concern raised by the Cyrenians with respect to the access to and from their farm via Wilkieston or Kirknewton is being followed up by Cllr DDT.
ACTION c/fwd:  – Cllr DDT to report back to KCC in due course.

5.	Councillors’ Report:
5.1	Cllr CJ reported on the issue with the road surface at the level crossing.  This has now been raised within WLC and action is in hand to address the problem to the extent of those sections of road for which WLC has responsibility.
5.2	Cllr CJ summarised the current state of discussions between WLC and individual Community Councils regarding community assets transfer.  The various options have been clarified and an additional fourth option proposed.  Eight CCs are currently prepared to take over responsibility for the village halls etc in their respective areas.  Most others prefer some sort of hybrid solution.  Some assets will, contrary to previous assertions, undoubtedly close.  One CC is simply not interested.  Cllr CJ stated that a number of CCs in West Lothian currently did not have a constituted CC.


5.3	Cllr VS reported on recent discussions within WLC on Social Policy and the Environment:
· Social Policy:	Cllr VS noted that the budget for care package support of older people had previously been underspent.  Now that staffing issues had been resolved, a greater and more realistic cost had been recognised. 
· Environment:	Cllr VS advised that discussions had taken place on several relevant topics:
· Climate Change, and WLC’s ability to influence local initiatives
· Biodiversity
· Associated infrastructure, eg:
·  bus stops
· Stabilisation of riverbanks
· Improvement plans, eg:
· Roads
· Grit bins
· Communal bins
· Management of invasive species 
5.4	JS reported on the recent Community Planning Partnership (CPP) board meeting.  JT asked if eco energy generation had been discussed.  JS replied that it had.
5.5	JS advised that issues with social housing in Meadowbank View had been raised, and that Cllr DDT was pursuing this.

6.	KCDT:
6.1	TF explained that a revised community development plan had undergone several update iterations and was now available for community consultation.  He advised that formal acceptance of such a plan now depended on its ability to act as a precursor ‘place plan’ addressing topics in the more holistic context expected of a place plan approach compared to the manner in which a development plan previously adopted a more developed narrow-focus.  He also advised that the place plan must be sponsored and delivered by the corresponding Community Council (if one exists), and explained the anticipated progression towards formal acceptance.
6.2	Cllr VS provided information on the structure of a place plan.  TF expanded by offering his experience to help inform a KCC Place Plan.  The plan should include local views on topics of local relevance, and detail the community's aspirations and proposals for land use, eg, housing, infrastructure, etc.  TF noted, however, that the local government system does not provide funding to CCs to create such a place plan.
6.3	SC asked what the deadline is for submitting the place plan.  Cllr VS responded that the deadline had already expired.  TF commented that the place plan is the key document by which funding is assessed, and given the constraints on the ability of CCs to generate place plans without the resources to do so, the situation is somewhat unclear.  JS provided the example of Linlithgow and Bathgate, where the size of the communities and the commercial activity within them enabled the creation of their respective place plans.  With the exception of KCC, relying on KCDT support, no other WLC community has had that luxury.
6.4	JT asked if primary health care was a legitimate objective to include in the place plan.  JS regretted that it lay outwith the competence of WLC to assess, but that to ensure it remained highlighted to WLC and elsewhere as a subject of critical local concern, KCC should include a requirement within the place plan.  SC added that funding for Kirknewton-based medical consultations should be included.

6.5	There followed substantial discussion of the viability of adding local views on health care into the place plan.  TF suggested that KCDT could take an action to add health requirements to the place plan.  JS noted that the next KCC meeting is in August, which gives 2½ months for to present an updated place plan for KCC to approve and submit
ACTION:	KCDT to further edit place plan to include health infrastructure requirements, and present to KCC for approval at KCC August meeting.

7.	Planning:	There is nothing significant to Kirknewton to report.

8.	East Calder Health Centre:
8.1	The campaign committee will reconvene in August.  See also relevant items at 6.4 & 6.5 above.

9.	Village Hall:	.
9.1	IW asked why WLC had postponed the recent scheduled meeting.  Cllrs CJ & VS confessed they did not know.
9.2	KCC’s preferred option is for WLC to retain full ownership, as revised under the additional Option 4 proposal, which is that West Lothian Council takes full control of those buildings where the management committee cannot agree a solution to the current exercise.
9.3	JS commented that in a number of cases, Community Councils had not properly regarded retained income as potential re-investment funding for community activities.  Instead they had simply accumulated it in a bank account with no practical benefit to the community.

10.	Community Council Elections:
10.1	Further to last month’s intimation that the Kirknewton Community Council AGM will be held on 12th August, JS explained the election process.  Information will be published by WLC on 16th October.  He encouraged all Community Councillors to promote the involvement of other Kirknewton residents, especially those in younger age-groups.
10.2	Cllr CJ noted that the East Livingston and East Calder ward is unusual in having 5½ active CCs.  Most WLC wards have only one.
11.	AOB:
11.1	Fly Tipping:	JS reported that allegations of fly-tipping at Humbie Holdings are not confirmed by WLC inspection.
11.2	Defibrillators:	IW advised that the batteries in the defibrillators were nearing expiry.  He noted that the cost for renewal is £430 for a kit including batteries and replacement pads, which are also nearing their certification expiry date.  JS suggested applying for the WLC Special Project Fund, which would require a 10% contribution from KCC. Cllr CJ suggested that an application could be made to the councillors for a donation from their disbursement fund.  IW proposed to the meeting that KCC approve the £43 10% contribution and apply for the balance from the SPF.  The meeting agreed.
ACTION:	IW to arrange application to WLC Special Project Fund on behalf of KCC.


11.3	Picnic Area:	IW provided an update on proposals to continue upgrading the picnic area at the Pavillion.  This is envisaged to provide additional seating and a new play area.  KCDT are investigating where funding might be secured to progress these improvements.
11.4	Joint Forum:	JS reported on the recent AGM of the Joint Forum of Community Councils in West Lothian.  Salient points include:
· JS was returned as Chair of the Joint Forum
· The Joint Forum continues to enjoy the full support of Lorraine McGrorty who is its liaison with WLC.
· There will be two WLC plenary meetings with, and devoted to, the Joint Forum and its interaction with WLC.
11.5	KCC Minutes:	IW reported that Danielle in the Green Room is working assiduously to upload and structure KCC minutes on the KDTC website.  IM questioned why the KCC page makes it looks like KCC is a subordinate part of KCDT.  He referred to the change to the KDTC website several years ago which deleted the ability of the KCC Secretary to upload to and manage the KCC page.  The argument that ‘everybody uses social media’ is specious.  Any KCC web presence must be authoritatively under KCC control.  JT endorsed and reinforced this with a demonstration of the KCDT-centric implementation of navigation to the all-but-hidden KCC sub-page.
11.6	External Information:	JS expanded on the above by insisting that information purporting to come from KCC must be pre-vetted by KCC prior to publication.  The recent ‘Kirky Kourier’ unofficial flyer had ‘interpreted’ KCC information without ensuring that such an unofficial interpretation accurately represented the KCC viewpoint.  KCC is bound by local government legislation and is obliged to ensure the provenance of information released as if in its name.
TF concurred from the KCDT perspective, noting that KCDT operates as a charity, and is bound by OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator) rules.  Unofficial publication of interpreted information purporting to originate from KCDT is potentially a serious breach of OSCR regulations.
There was further discussion on possibly incorporating, and thereby enabling vetting of, the Kirky Kourier and similar unofficial sources within the KCC/KCDT umbrella.
11.7	Linburn Centre:	JT informed the meeting of the emerging proposal to evict the residents of the Sight Scotland Veterans’ Linburn Centre near Kirknewton for war-blinded ex-servicemen, despite individual lifetime-tenancy agreements for their housing, to allow the site to be sold to a housing developer.  This was universally condemned within the meeting and a substantial discussion on KCC’s response ensued.  JS expressed the hope that KCC would be able to support a campaign to protect Linburn and its vulnerable sight-impaired residents.
11.8	KCC Minutes:	TF suggested that AI might usefully be employed to generate the KCC minutes.  He cited reputedly successful trials within organisations with which he has connections.  IM countered by citing recent Apple research findings that AI models collapse and give up when pushed outside their pre-ordained dataset.

12.	Next Meeting
There is no July meeting.  The next meeting is on 12th August 2025 at 18.45 in the Green Room 


The Chair concluded the meeting with thanks to all who had taken part.
Issue:  Approved
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